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Background

• 2004 John Clare’s cottage on open market and   
The John Clare Trust formed.

• 2006/7 Application to the Heritage Lottery    
Fund to develop the site into a   
Cultural, Educational and  
Environmental hub.

• 2007 Awarded lottery funding of  £1.27m
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Aims and Objectives

To advance the education of the public in:

• The life and works of John Clare, poet and 
environmentalist.

• All aspects of the arts and creativity, particularly poetry 
and music.

• Conservation, protection and improvement of the 
physical and natural environment.

• To facilitate public access to John Clare's birth place 
and other land and properties related to his life.

• Promote education outside the classroom. 
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John Clare: the man
1793 – 1864

• Peasant Poet

• Self-taught

• Environmentalist

• Naturalist

• Community traditions 
historian

• Asylum

• Reappraisal
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Trustees

• Chairman Barry Sheerman MP

• Deputy chairman: Paul Chirico, 
University of Cambridge

• The gathering of two minds –
enterprise and academic
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Clare Cottage 
Today



www.clarecottage.org

Dovecote

• Record your inspirations

• Contribute to the Dovecote 
poems collection
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Clare’s Garden

• Learning Garden Project

• 5 Arbours of Contemplation

• Swale

• Bees

• Weather Station



www.clarecottage.org

Clare’s Country

• 6 Walks (audio tours)

• Garden

• Village Experience

• Work 

• Clare’s Country
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Education

KS3
• Literature and Creative 

Writing
• Nature and the 

Environment
• Geography Field Trips
• History and Heritage
• Arts and Crafts
• Weather and Meteorology
• Cooking and Baking
• Bees

KS4/KS5

• Literature and Creative 
Writing 

• Romantic Poetry

• AQA Syllabus – John Clare

• Nature and the 
Environment

• History and Heritage

• Weather and Meteorology
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TEACHER’S 
INTRODUCTION

ACTIVITIES 
TO DO WITH 
THE CLASS 

BEFORE 
YOU VISIT

ACTIVITIES TO 
DO WITH THE 
CLASS AFTER 

YOU VISIT
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LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES

NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM 

LINKS

ACTIVITY 
BREAKDOWN
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Lifelong Learning

• Lifelong Learning Mission Statement
• Clare Cottage is committed to providing access to a wide range of 

learning experiences for adults, aged 19 and over, as well as 
families in the surrounding area. Lifelong Learning at Clare 
Cottage will have a particular focus on Arts and Crafts, The 
Environment, Heritage and Culture.

• Courses on offer soon:
• Learning to use your digital camera
• Beginners IT course
• Poetry Appreciation
• Creative Writing
• Painting and Drawing
• Crafts
• Nature Walks
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Education

Non-School Groups and 
Extra-Curricular Activities

• Scouts, Guides, Brownies and Cubs

• Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
(Volunteering and Skills sections)

• Community Programme
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Clare Cottage 
Facilities

• Conferences & 
Training 

• Meetings

• Events
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Clare Cottage: the 
future

• Dynamic educational centre.
• Encourage the exploration of 

rural life and the beauty of the 
natural world.

• Promote literacy and creativity 
amongst children and adults.

• Inspiration to visitors in areas 
such as literacy, creativity and 
scientific understanding.

• Commitment to 
environmental education. 

• Programme of artistic activity 
provides opportunities for 
‘outsider’ artists.

• Funders



Future Projects 
and Partnerships

• Artist in Residence

• Bridging Cultures Programme

• Raising Aspirations: Literature Seminar, 
University of Cambridge

• Mental Health Partnerships

• Research and Forum investigating Access to 
Learning Provision

• The John Clare Trust Poetry Prize

• The John Clare Trust Open Art Prize
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Funding and 
Support

• Sustainability funding

• Projects/Bids including Artist in Residence, 
Bridging Cultures, Mental Health Partnerships

• Promotion and marketing

• Transport
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Volunteer 
Opportunities

• Point of Sale
• Work in the Café
• House Hosts
• Education Support
• PR Support
• Fundraising
• Communications/Marketing
• Book-keeping
• Help in the Garden
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Contact 
Information

www.clarecottage.org

John Clare Cottage

Woodgate 

Helpston

Peterborough

PE6 7ED

07795 035152

ceo@clarecottage.org 


