


RURAL VISION & STRATEGY
LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD
PeakIRK Village Hall – 26th january 2009
Present


Henry Clark, Chair, Peakirk & Rural Working Group


Richard Astle, Director, Greater Peterborough Partnership
Nick Goodman, Environmental Capital Officer, Greater Peterborough Partnership
Gerry Kirt, Glinton Parish Council
Mandy Dewdney, Peterborough City Council


Judith Harvey, PCC - Private Sector housing


James Beale, Housing Strategy Manager, Peterborough City Council


Sharif Al-Rousi, Childrens Services, Peterborough City Council


June Woollard, Barnack
Parish Council
Roy Pettit, Peakirk Parish Council


Frieda Gosling, Ufford Parish Council


David Buddle, Thorney Parish Council


Douglas Henderson, Wothorpe Parish Council


John Holdich, Glinton and Wittering ward

Ian Burrows, Barnack Parish Council

Richard Clark, Wansford Parish Council

David Roxburgh, Barnack Parish Council

David Harrington, Newborough ward

David Over, Barnack ward

Brian Ogden, Thorney Parish Council

Rural Vision & Strategy – see additional Powerpoint slides
The Rural Vision & Strategy, developed 18 months ago, has been used to inform the Integrated Growth Study and also fed into the Local Area Agreement (2005-2008) refresh.  Developed through a series of rural workshops, with over 100 participants, key themes were identified that need to be focused on including Housing, Environment, Economy and Transport/Accessibility.  

Progress has been made on transport and accessibility along with footpaths and bridle ways.  Rural economy is still an area where more work is required and will form the early focus of the Rural working Group. 
It should be noted that progress has been delivered by a range of partners across the city and parish councils have had an important role in this.  The Sustainable Community Strategy is the overall vision for Peterborough to reflect the growth agenda - 1 Vision, 4 Priorities & 16 High level outcomes.   It is anticipated that the 16 Outcome Lead Officers will be engaged to report back to the Rural Working Group to tackle issues within rural areas.
Glinton – Case Study – see additional Powerpoint slides
Councillor Gerry Kirt from Glinton Parish Council, reported on the Neighbourhood Investment Scheme that was supported by PCC.  A recent survey that has been completed will be circulated electronically by GPP – available on the website.
The survey has generated ideas of what people in the Parish want, this has created an opportunity to bring everyone in the Parish together, strengthening community spirit and involvement.

A group is now required to drive any issues forward that have been generated from the survey with more involvement from the community, taking ownership of their needs.  

Success in the rural environment – Langdyke Trust – See additional powerpoint slides
Richard Astle outlined the work of the Langdyke trust and how they have developed sites such as Swaddywell pit.   
Children and families service – Rural area – see additional document

Sharif Al-Rousi outlined the work of the children and families service with proposed children’s centres in Wittering and Eye, extended schools at the Arthur Mellows VC hub and the feeder primary schools. 
Rural Housing –See additional powerpoint slides
James Beale presented information on the development of a rural housing strategy.  This session is the first stage of an ongoing consultation and engagement on the new strategy, affordability of new and existing housing and the energy efficiency performance of new and existing housing will feature heavily.  It was also noted that in keeping design was a key message from the previous Rural Vision and Strategy discussions.

The rural working group must pick up these issues at the earliest chance, particularly around the local provision of housing in the rural areas.   
The development of a rural housing strategy was welcomed.

James Beale to circulate a pro-forma in order that parish councils can input their ideas for consideration.  Judith Harvey to circulate information on Energy efficiency.

Future Role and re-formation of the Rural Working Group:
It was announced that the re-formation of the Rural Working Group will be taking place, an early focus should be on Rural housing, the Long Term Transport Strategy and the rural economy.
Henry Clark, Chair of the Rural Working Group is a representative on the GPP Board which will link through to GPP.
It was agreed that there will be approximately 6 meetings per annum and that Nick Goodman, Environment Capital Officer, GPP will liaise.

Meeting Closed at 9.00pm
