Children and Families Service (0-13) in the Rural Area – Jan 2009  

(Area Manager: Sharif Al-Rousi)
	The rural area includes the catchment areas of the following schools:

	Barnack, John Clare (Helpston), Castor, Northborough, Newborough, Peakirk-cum-Glinton, Eye, Duke of Bedford (Thorney), Wittering and Arthur Mellows Village College (AMVC)



The children and families service is responsible for the following areas:
	Children’s Centres

Details of children’s centres core offer (ages 0-5): 

http://www.surestart.gov.uk/surestartservices/settings/surestartchildrenscentres/provison/


	Children’s Centre services are designed to meet the needs of children aged 0-5 and their parents

Two areas have been identified for the development of children’s centre sites (Wittering and Eye), although services are expected to be provided on a needs basis by outreach work to other settlements in the rural area.

We are currently looking at developing the sites at Wittering and Eye Primary Schools. These buildings will house a small number of children’s centre staff, as well as hosting activities. Services provided include:

· Integrated health services – including antenatal sessions and drop-ins, health visitors drop-ins, speech and language support (where needed)

· Family support, information and advice

· Support for finding work or training (in partnership with Jobcentre Plus)

· Signposting to available childcare, and support for parents in choosing appropriate childcare for their needs

	Service area
	Action highlights

	Family Support and Outreach work
	Two workers have been appointed (commencing after Feb HT 09). Workers to visit health drop-ins, childcare settings, mums and tots groups to offer information or support where needed and to work alongside health professionals where additional non-medical support is needed.



	Extended Schools

Details of extended schools core offer (ages 5-19): http://www.tda.gov.uk/remodelling/extendedschools/coreoffer.aspx 



	The area’s schools (listed above) are being supported to deliver the ‘core offer’ which includes:

A varied menu of activities for children and young people - including sports and arts activities, childcare provision 

Wider community access to facilities and adult learning

Parenting support and advice

Swift and easy access and referral for children needing specialist services



	Service area
	Action highlights

	Varied menu of activities
	A pilot activity for year 6 and 7 children was held at Arthur Mellows Village College (AMVC) in November
AMVC have now been commissioned to deliver a programme of out-of-school activities during the summer term for year groups 5-7.

	Wider community access to facilities and adult learning
	A web-page directory of local activities and adult learning opportunities being planned. 

Spin-off ‘paper’ directory to be available via school newsletters and perhaps community newsletters where they exist

	Childcare provision for children at school
	Childcare options for the summer holidays to be promoted by a new publication distributed by the area’s schools

	Parenting support and advice
	The appointment of two workers to deliver 1-to-1 support for individual families, and for larger groups of parents on behalf of the schools – commencing after Feb HT 09
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